
The ArtPArks Experiment

Inspired by the International dialogue in the wake of Richard Louv’s bestselling book The 
Last Child in the Woods, the evolution of the ArtPArks Experiment began in 2005 shortly 
after the book’s release. Essentially, Louv provides a plethora of examples and evidence 
that modern children are suffering from “nature deficit disorder”; too much time in 
front of the television and computer screen. His general prescription was simply more 
“unstructured time in natural areas”. While this may seem obvious and fairly benign on 
the surface, the danger is future generations with less of a  connection to nature and 
less collective energy invested into growing environmental problems that will most 
certainly require minds far better prepared than ours to effectively respond to.

In 2004,  the Conservation Fund, ( )  solicited proposals for innovative projects to 
address the problem, and they vowed to raise $30 million to fund them. I had just begun 
working with Brooke Williams at the Murie Center in Moose Wyoming and we had 
been working through some ideas for utilizing the historic resource of the Murie Ranch 
for an experimental project that would provide the future conservation (aka. 
Environmental) movement with the leadership necessary to lead those future 
environmental battles for a sustainable planet.

The program we developed was called the Wild Child Project. It involved partnerships 
with Salt Lake City’s Tracy Aviary, the National Park Service, and a number of scholars 
and experts to document the lessons learned. Essentially, we believed that by watching 
and studying children’s activities as they engage in “unstructured play” in a natural area, 
we could learn how to design and build better play areas for kids. 

We recognized that the children who really suffer the most from nature deficit disorder 
are childreWe had plans for landscape architects, city planners, artists, childhood 
development experts, etc. to compile information that

Looking for Local Artists 
to participate in

The State Street Mural Project

Send materials to: duck@gr8west.org

“Art for Kid’s Sake”

What‛s Next?

The State Street Mural Project is a community arts project sponsored by Great West Institute. A 
dozen local artists will be selected to collaborate with local childrens classes and community 
groups  to design and create each of the twelve sections  (180 linear feet of wall space)on 
Baxter’s Cafe.  The duck is the first piece of the project and will soon be accompanied by a host 
of other creatures.   The designs will be judged primarily on the objective of engaging and em-
powering local children.  We will help facilitate the collaboration and design process.

Our vision is not merely for a more aesthetically pleasing State Street corridor; more impor-
tantly we believe that vibrant, safe, and sustainable neighborhoods can be created through part-
nerships with local grassroots leaders, artists, teachers, businesses and local government leaders. 

If you are interested, send a paragraph about your experience and interest in collaborating, as 
well as three low-res jpg’s of your work. Sketches and mural ideas also accepted. 

Must play well with others.

You tell us.

Send a paragraph, 
some images and a 

sketch.

duck@gr8west.org
“Radioactive Duk” Painting by Chris Peterson, Drawing by Lauren, Age 6   Location: Baxter’s Cafe 1600 S. State Street


